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Subpart A—General

§ 6.100 Purpose and policy.

(a) The National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq., as implemented by Executive Or-
ders 11514 and 11991 and the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regula-
tions of November 29, 1978 (43 FR 55978)
requires that Federal agencies include
in their decision-making processes ap-
propriate and careful consideration of
all environmental effects of proposed
actions, analyze potential environ-
mental effects of proposed actions and
their alternatives for public under-
standing and scrutiny, avoid or mini-
mize adverse effects of proposed ac-
tions, and restore and enhance environ-
mental quality as much as possible.
The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) shall integrate these NEPA fac-
tors as early in the Agency planning
processes as possible. The environ-
mental review process shall be the
focal point to assure NEPA consider-
ations are taken into account. To the
extent applicable, EPA shall prepare
environmental impact statements
(EISs) on those major actions deter-
mined to have significant impact on
the quality of the human environment.
This part takes into account the EIS
exemptions set forth under section
511(c)(1) of the Clean Water Act (Pub.
L. 92–500) and section 7(c)(1) of the En-
ergy Supply and Environmental Co-
ordination Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93–319).

(b) This part establishes EPA policy
and procedures for the identification
and analysis of the environmental im-
pacts of EPA-related activities and the
preparation and processing of EISs.

§ 6.101 Definitions.

(a) Terminology. All terminology used
in this part will be consistent with the
terms as defined in 40 CFR part 1508
(the CEQ Regulations). Any qualifica-
tions will be provided in the definitions
set forth in each subpart of this regula-
tion.

(b) The term CEQ Regulations means
the regulations issued by the Council
on Environmental Quality on Novem-
ber 29, 1978 (see 43 FR 55978), which im-
plement Executive Order 11991. The
CEQ Regulations will often be referred

to throughout this regulation by ref-
erence to 40 CFR part 1500 et al.

(c) The term environmental review
means the process whereby an evalua-
tion is undertaken by EPA to deter-
mine whether a proposed Agency ac-
tion may have a significant impact on
the environment and therefore require
the preparation of the EIS.

(d) The term environmental informa-
tion document means any written analy-
sis prepared by an applicant, grantee or
contractor describing the environ-
mental impacts of a proposed action.
This document will be of sufficient
scope to enable the responsible official
to prepare an environmental assess-
ment as described in the remaining
subparts of this regulation.

(e) The term grant as used in this
part means an award of funds or other
assistance by a written grant agree-
ment or cooperative agreement under
40 CFR chapter I, subpart B.

§ 6.102 Applicability.
(a) Administrative actions covered. This

part applies to the activities of EPA in
accordance with the outline of the sub-
parts set forth below. Each subpart de-
scribes the detailed environmental re-
view procedures required for each ac-
tion.

(1) Subpart A sets forth an overview
of the regulation. Section 6.102(b) de-
scribes the requirements for EPA legis-
lative proposals.

(2) Subpart B describes the require-
ments for the content of an EIS pre-
pared pursuant to subparts E, F, G, H,
and I.

(3) Subpart C describes the require-
ments for coordination of all environ-
mental laws during the environmental
review undertaken pursuant to sub-
parts E, F, G, H, and I.

(4) Subpart D describes the public in-
formation requirements which must be
undertaken in conjunction with the en-
vironmental review requirements
under subparts E, F, G, H, and I.

(5) Subpart E describes the environ-
mental review requirements for the
wastewater treatment construction
grants program under Title II of the
Clean Water Act.

(6) Subpart F describes the environ-
mental review requirements for new
source National Pollutant Discharge
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Elimination System (NPDES) permits
under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act.

(7) Subpart G describes the environ-
mental review requirements for re-
search and development programs un-
dertaken by the Agency.

(8) Subpart H describes the environ-
mental review requirements for solid
waste demonstration projects under-
taken by the Agency.

(9) Subpart I describes the environ-
mental review requirements for con-
struction of special purpose facilities
and facility renovations by the Agency.

(b) Legislative proposals. As required
by the CEQ Regulations, legislative
EISs are required for any legislative
proposal developed by EPA which sig-
nificantly affects the quality of the
human environment. A preliminary
draft EIS shall be prepared by the re-
sponsible EPA office concurrently with
the development of the legislative pro-
posal and contain information required
under subpart B. The EIS shall be proc-
essed in accordance with the require-
ments set forth under 40 CFR 1506.8.

(c) Application to ongoing activi-
ties—(1) General. The effective date for
these regulations is December 5, 1979.
These regulations do not apply to an
EIS or supplement to that EIS if the
draft EIS was filed with the Office of
External Affairs, (OEA) before July 30,
1979. No completed environmental doc-
uments need be redone by reason of
these regulations.

(2) With regard to activities under
subpart E, these regulations shall
apply to all EPA environmental review
procedures effective December 15, 1979.
However, for facility plans begun be-
fore December 15, 1979, the responsible
official shall impose no new require-
ments on the grantee. Such grantees
shall comply with requirements appli-
cable before the effective date of this
regulation. Notwithstanding the above,
this regulation shall apply to any facil-
ity plan submitted to EPA after Sep-
tember 30, 1980.

[44 FR 64177, Nov. 6, 1979, as amended at 47
FR 9829, Mar. 8, 1982]

§ 6.103 Responsibilities.

(a) General responsibilities. (1) The re-
sponsible official’s duties include:

(i) Requiring applicants, contractors,
and grantees to submit environmental
information documents and related
documents and assuring that environ-
mental reviews are conducted on pro-
posed EPA projects at the earliest pos-
sible point in EPA’s decision-making
process. In this regard, the responsible
official shall assure the early involve-
ment and availability of information
for private applicants and other non-
Federal entities requiring EPA approv-
als.

(ii) When required, assuring that ade-
quate draft EISs are prepared and dis-
tributed at the earliest possible point
in EPA’s decision-making process,
their internal and external review is
coordinated, and final EISs are pre-
pared and distributed.

(iii) When an EIS is not prepared, as-
suring documentation of the decision
to grant a categorical exclusion, or as-
suring that findings of no significant
impact (FNSIs) and environmental as-
sessments are prepared and distributed
for those actions requiring them.

(iv) Consulting with appropriate offi-
cials responsible for other environ-
mental laws set forth in subpart C.

(v) Consulting with the Office of Ex-
ternal Affairs (OEA) on actions involv-
ing unresolved conflicts concerning
this part or other Federal agencies.

(vi) When required, assuring that
public participation requirements are
met.

(2) Office of External Affairs duties in-
clude: (i) Supporting the Administrator
in providing EPA policy guidance and
assuring that EPA offices establish and
maintain adequate administrative pro-
cedures to comply with this part.

(ii) Monitoring the overall timeliness
and quality of the EPA effort to com-
ply with this part.

(iii) Providing assistance to respon-
sible officials as required, i.e., prepar-
ing guidelines describing the scope of
environmental information required by
private applicants relating to their
proposed actions.

(iv) Coordinating the training of per-
sonnel involved in the review and prep-
aration of EISs and other associated
documents.

(v) Acting as EPA liaison with the
Council on Environmental Quality and
other Federal and State entities on
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